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Welcome to LSKCOGIC 101              
Making the commitment to be “part of the family” is just the 
first step in a mutually beneficial experience.  I hope you 
have seen a genuine love for the Lord as you have been 
attending our services.  We want to be a church that honors 
God and meets the needs of His people. 
   
As you begin this new journey with us, we welcome you into 
our initial phase of the membership Orientation, which is 
helpful for every new member. This New Member 
Information Packet will serve as a refresher for some and for 
others will contain new and vital information to assist you in 
growing in your Christian faith.  Developed with both the 
young and older in mind, this packet gives the youth a firm 
foundation on which to grow while teenagers and adults are 
provided the building blocks for Life in Christ. As an anchor 
for your walk as a member of Life Saving Kingdom COGIC, 
this New Member Information Packet gives the key biblical 
truths for all believers as well as information on what our 
church is all about.   
 
In the next couple of days, we are asking you to: review 

package and return Passion Test & Member Information 
Sheet to Elder Keith Smith.   
 
 
Our desire is for each member, regardless of age, to be 
growing and serving in ministry.  Membership is not just 
“another ritual” in the church.  We do not want you to join 
Life Saving Kingdom COGIC and gradually disappear.  Why 
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the emphasis on “active” membership?  We believe people 
grow when they are serving God.  Serving God in the church 
is a rewarding experience.  Personal and spiritual growth is 
enhanced when we serve each other “as unto the Lord.” Life 
Saving Kingdom COGIC wants your family to grow.  
 
 
It is the desire of Life Saving Kingdom COGIC that our new 
member’s orientation will be a time of challenging, 
comforting, cultivating, and Christian camaraderie, as we 
embark on this new journey together. 
 
 
Your Pastor, 
 
Dr.  Lori J. McKenney     
 

 
Our Story 
 
LSKCOGIC has an amazing story of God’s blessings. Our 
roots go back to 2011. We started in our apartment. 
 
At this point incredible growth began to take place. We 
began to see new ministries, new opportunities, and many, 
many new faces in the family. In a short span of time we’ve 
relocated three times and the church body just keeps 
growing, keeps reaching out, and keeps seeing God do 
amazing things. 
 
LSKCOGIC has gone though many faith challenges, but God 
been faithful to us.  The one key to the amazing story at 
LSKCOGIC is the UNITED OF LOVE that God is using. Our 
church is amazingly blessed with volunteers who serve in 
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complete unity. Above all else, we value the Spirit of unity in 
all we do. 

 

Part One:  Our Purpose 

"Let there be real harmony among you so there won't be any split in the 
church. I plead with you to be of one mind, united in thought and 
purpose." 1 Corinthians 1:10 (LB) 

 
Our Purpose IS our Process. 
 
REAL- (Sunday Services) 
We offer REAL worship experiences for REAL people to 
connect with a REAL God. We realize that most people have 
REAL needs, and in His presence, they’ll find REAL 
solutions. 
 
 
LOVE- (Small Groups) 
John said that you cannot possibly LOVE God in heaven if 
you don’t LOVE people on earth. At LSKCOGIC Church we 
offer opportunities for you to connect with people in small 
groups and to foster Godly relationships that will strengthen 
your walk with Christ and your LOVE for others. 
 
 
NOW- (7 Systems) 
NOW is the time for you to find your destiny! We want to 
help you find a place to reach your full potential as a follower 
of Christ. You don’t have to wait until you are perfect. The 
time for your life to have real meaning is NOW. LSKCOGIC 
offers many opportunities to serve the community and the 
world for Christ.   

http://www.daystarchurch.tv/real
http://www.daystarchurch.tv/love
http://www.daystarchurch.tv/now
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REAL 
 

• Celebration 
 

“I was glad when they said to me, let us go to the house of the Lord.”  
Psalm 122:1 
“…the Father seeks worshippers… and His worshippers must 
worship Him in spirit and in truth.”  John 4:23-24 

 
 

• Inspiration 
 

“But if an unbeliever or someone who does not understand comes 
in…he will be convinced by all that he is a sinner and will be judged 
by all, and the secrets of his heart will be laid bare. So he will fall 
down and worship God, exclaiming, ‘God is really among you!’”  1 
Corinthians 14:24-25 

 
 

• Preparation 
 

“It was he who gave some to be apostles, some to be prophets, some 
to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, to prepare 
God's people for works of service, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up.”  Ephesians 4:11-12 

 
 

• Salvation 
  

"Anyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.  But who 
can ask them to save them unless they believe in him?  And how can 
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they believe in him if they have never heard about him?  And how 
can they hear about him unless someone tells him?"  Romans 10:13-
14 (LB) 

LOVE 
 

We believe that our church must become larger and 
smaller at the same time. 
 
“You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be 
helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.” Acts 
20:20 
 

Life Groups Provide Three Things: 

 
➢ A place to connect. 
 
“…yes, whatever a person is like, I try to find common ground with 
him so he will let me tell him about Christ and let Christ save him.” 1 
Corinthians 9:22 LB 
 
➢ A place to protect. 
 
“We know what real love is because Christ gave up His life for us. And 
so we also ought to give up our lives for our Christian brothers and 
sisters.” 1 John 3:16 NLT 
 
➢ A place to grow. 
 
“As iron sharpens iron, so one man sharpens another.” Prov 27:17 

 
A life group is not to be confused with Sunday school or a 
“class” setting. A life group leader is not necessarily viewed 
as a “teacher”. While we do grow in knowledge through the 
small groups, many have no set curriculum. Life groups are 
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more about just “doing life” together. We want you to have 
someone with you to help you through difficult times and we 
want you to help others similarly.  
Jesus intentionally kept his “life group” at a size of only 
twelve. He knew that discipleship cannot be done in a large 
setting, but in a small group. We expect every member to be 
a part of a life group. 
 

NOW 
 
“We proclaim Him, admonishing and teaching everyone with all wisdom, 
that we may present everyone perfect in Christ.  To this end I labor, 
struggling with all energy, which so powerfully works in me.”  Colossians 
1:28-29 
 
“Be perfect, therefore, as your heavenly father is perfect.”  Matt 5:48 
 
We were all created to make a difference in the life of 
another person.  God has a place for you where your unique 
abilities and passions can touch the lives of others.  Your life 
will never be complete until you find, develop, and fulfill that 
purpose. 
 
“For we are God's workmanship, created in Christ Jesus to do good 
works, which God prepared in advance for us to do.”   Ephesians 2:10 
 
“However, I consider my life worth nothing to me, if only I may finish the 
race and complete the task the Lord Jesus has given me.”   Acts 20:24 
 
"Now God gives us many kinds of special abilities…and there are different 
kinds of service to God (ministry)…All of you together form the one Body 
of Christ and each of you is a separate and necessary part of it.”  1 
Corinthians 12:4-5, 27 (LB) 
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Part Two:  Our Beliefs 

What We Believe 

THE BIBLE 

We believe that the Bible is the Word of God and contains one 

harmonious and sufficiently complete system of doctrine. We 

believe in the full inspiration of the Word of God. We hold the 

Word of God to be the only authority in all matters and assert that 

no doctrine can be true or essential, if it does not find a place in 

this Word. 

 

THE FATHER 

We believe in God, the Father Almighty, the Author and Creator of 

all things. The Old Testament reveals God in diverse manners, by 

manifesting his nature, character, and dominions. The Gospels in 

the New Testament give us knowledge of God the “Father” or “My 

Father”, showing the relationship of God to Jesus as Father, or 

representing Him as the Father in the Godhead, and Jesus 

himself that Son (St. John 15:8, 14:20). Jesus also gives God the 

distinction of “Fatherhood” to all believers when he explains God 

in the light of “Your Father in Heaven” (St. Matthew 6:8). 

 

THE SON 
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We believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God, the Second 

person in the Godhead of the Trinity or Triune Godhead. We 

believe that Jesus was and is eternal in his person and nature as 

the Son of God who was with God in the beginning of creation (St. 

John 1:1). We believe that Jesus Christ was born of a virgin called 

Mary according to the scripture (St. Matthew 1:18), thus giving rise 

to our fundamental belief in the Virgin Birth and to all of the 

miraculous events surrounding the phenomenon (St. Matthew 

1:18‐25). We believe that Jesus Christ became the “suffering 

servant” to man; this suffering servant came seeking to redeem 

man from sin and to reconcile him back to God, his Father 

(Romans 5:10). We believe that Jesus Christ is standing now as 

mediator between God and man (I Timothy 2:5). 

 

THE HOLY GHOST 

We believe the Holy Ghost or Holy Spirit is the third person of the 

Trinity, proceeds from the Father and the Son, is of the same 

substance, equal to power and glory, and is together with the 

Father and the Son, to be believed in, obeyed, and worshipped. 

The Holy Ghost is a gift bestowed upon the believer for the 

purpose of equipping and empowering the believer, making him a 

more effective witness for service 

in the world. He teaches and guides one into all truth (John 16:13; 

Acts 1:8, 8:39). 
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THE BAPTISM OF THE HOLY GHOST 

We believe that the Baptism of the Holy Ghost is an experience 

subsequent to conversion and sanctification and that tongue‐

speaking is the consequence of the baptism in the Holy Ghost 

with the manifestations of the fruit of the spirit (Galatians 5:22‐23; 

Acts 10:46, 19:1‐6). We believe that we are not baptized with the 

Holy Ghost in order to be saved (Acts 19:1‐6; John 3:5). When 

one receives a baptismal Holy Ghost experience, we believe one 

will speak with a tongue unknown to oneself according 

to the sovereign will of Christ. To be filled with the Spirit means to 

be Spirit controlled as expressed by What We Believe. 

 

MAN 

We believe that man was created holy by God, composed of body 

and soul. We believe that man, by nature, is sinful and unholy. 

Being born in sin, he needs to be born again, sanctified and 

cleansed from all sins by the blood of Jesus. We believe that man 

is saved by confessing and forsaking his sins, and believing on 

the Lord Jesus Christ, and that having become a child of God, by 

being born again and adopted into the family of God, he may, and 

should, claim the inheritance of the sons of God, namely the 

baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

 

SIN 
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Sin, the Bible teaches, began in the angelic world (Ezekiel 28:11‐

19; Isaiah 14:12‐20), and is transmitted into the blood of the 

human race through disobedience and deception motivated by 

unbelief (I Timothy 2:14). Adam’s sin, committed by eating of the 

forbidden fruit from the tree of knowledge of good and evil, carried 

with it permanent pollution or depraved human nature to all his 

descendants. This is called 

“original sin.” Sin can now be defined as a volitional transgression 

against God and a lack of conformity to the will of God. We, 

therefore, conclude that man by nature, is sinful and that he has 

fallen from a glorious and righteous state from which he was 

created, and has become unrighteous and unholy. Man, therefore, 

must be restored to his state of holiness from which he has fallen 

by being born again (St. John 3:7). 

 

SALVATION 

Salvation deals with the application of the work of redemption to 

the sinner with his restoration to divine favor and communion with 

God. This redemptive operation of the Holy Ghost upon sinners is 

brought about by repentance toward God and faith toward our 

Lord Jesus Christ which brings conversion, faith, justification 

regeneration, sanctification, and the baptism of the Holy Ghost. 

Repentance is the work of God, which results in a change of mind 

in respect to man’s relationship to God. (St. Matthew 3:1‐2, 4:17; 
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Acts 20:21). Faith is a certain conviction wrought in the heart by 

the Holy 

Spirit, as to the truth of the Gospel and a heart trust in the 

promises of God in Christ (Romans 1:17, 3:28; St. Matthew 9:22; 

Acts 26:18). Conversion is that act of God whereby He causes the 

regenerated sinner, in his conscious life, to turn to Him in 

repentance and faith (II Kings 5:15; II Chronicles 33:12‐13; St. 

Luke 19:8, 9; Acts 8:30). Regeneration is that act of God by which 

the principle of the new life is implanted in man, and the governing 

disposition of soul is made holy and the first holy exercise of this 

new disposition is secured. Sanctification is that gracious and 

continuous operation of the Holy Ghost, by which He delivers the 

justified sinner from the pollution of sin, renews his whole nature in 

the image of God and enables him to perform good works 

(Romans 6:4;5:6; Colossians 2:12; 3:1). 

 

 

ANGELS 

The Bible uses the term “angel” (a heavenly body) clearly and 

primarily to denote messengers or ambassadors of God with such 

scripture references as Revelations 4:5, which indicates their duty 

in heaven to praise God (Psalm 103:20), to do God’s will (St. 

Matthew 18:10) and to behold his face. But since heaven must 

come down to earth, they also have a mission to earth. The Bible 
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indicates that they accompanied God in the Creation, and also 

that they will accompany Christ in His return in Glory. 

 

DEMONS 

Demons denote unclean or evil spirits; they are sometimes called 

devils or demonic beings. They are evil spirits, belonging to the 

unseen or spiritual realm, embodied in human beings. The Old 

Testament refers to the prince of demons, sometimes called 

Satan (Adversary) or Devil, as having power and wisdom, taking 

the habitation of other forms such as the serpent (Genesis 3:1). 

The New Testament speaks of the Devil as Tempter (St. Matthew 

4:3) and it goes on to tell the works of Satan, The Devil, and 

Demons as combating righteousness and good in any form, 

proving to be an adversary to the saints. Their chief power is 

exercised to destroy the mission of Jesus Christ. It can well be 

said that the Christian Church believes in Demons, Satan, and 

Devils. We believe in their power and purpose. We believe they 

can be subdued and conquered as in the commandment to the 

believer by Jesus. “In my name they shall cast out Satan and the 

work of the Devil and to resist him and then he will flee 

(WITHDRAW) from you.” (St. Mark 16:17). 

 

THE CHURCH 

The Church forms a spiritual unity of which Christ is the divine 

head. It is animated by one Spirit, the Spirit of Christ. It professes 

one faith, shares one hope, and serves one King, It is the citadel 



Discovering Church Membership          
 

15 

 

of the truth and God’s agency for communicating to believers all 

spiritual blessings. The Church then is the object of our faith rather 

than of knowledge. The name of our Church, “CHURCH OF GOD 

IN CHRIST” is supported by I Thessalonians 2:14 and other 

passages in the Pauline Epistles. The word “CHURCH” or 

“EKKLESIA” was first applied to the Christian society by Jesus 

Christ in St. Matthew 16:18, the occasion being that of 

his benediction of Peter at Caesarea Philippi. 

 

THE SECOND COMING OF CHRIST 

We believe in the second coming of Christ; that He shall come 

from heaven to earth, personally, bodily, visibly (Acts 1:11; Titus 

2:11‐13; St. Matthew 16:27; 24:30; 25:30; Luke 21:27; John 1:14, 

17; Titus 2:11) and that the Church, the bride, will be caught up to 

meet Him in the air (I Thessalonians, 4:16‐17). We admonish all 

who have this hope to purify themselves as He is pure. 

 

DIVINE HEALING 

The Church of God in Christ believes in and practices Divine 

Healing. It is a commandment of Jesus to the Apostles (St. Mark 

16:18). Jesus affirms his teachings on healing by explaining to His 

disciples, who were to be Apostles, that healing the afflicted is by 

faith (St. Luke 9:40‐41). Therefore, we believe that healing by faith 

in God has scriptural support and ordained authority. St. James’ 

writings in his epistle encourage. Elders to pray for the sick, lay 
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hands upon them and to anoint them with oil, and that prayers 

with faith shall heal the sick and the Lord shall raise them up. 

Healing is still practiced widely and frequently in the Church of 

God in Christ, and testimonies of healing in our Church testify to 

this fact. 

MIRACLES 

 

The Church of God in Christ believes that miracles occur to 

convince men that the Bible is God’s Word. A miracle can be 

defined as an extraordinary visible act of Divine power, wrought by 

the efficient agency of the will of God, which has as its final cause 

the vindication of the righteousness of God’s word. We believe 

that the works of God, which were performed during the 

beginnings of Christianity, do and will occur even today where 

God is preached, Faith in Christ is exercised, The Holy Ghost is 

active, and the 

Gospel is promulgated in the truth (Acts 5:15; 6:8; 9:40; Luke 

4:36, 7:14‐15; 5:5‐6; St. Mark 14:15). 

 

THE ORDINANCES OF THE CHURCH 

It is generally admitted that for an ordinance to be valid, it must 

have been instituted by Christ. When we speak of ordinances of 

the church, we are speaking of those instituted by Christ, in which 

by sensible signs the grace of God in Christ, and the benefits of 

the covenant of grace are represented, sealed, and applied to 
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believers, and these in turn give expression to their faith and 

allegiance to God. The Church 

Of God In Christ recognizes three ordinances as having been 

instituted by Christ himself and therefore, binding upon the church 

practice. 

      A. THE LORD’S SUPPER (HOLY COMMUNION) 

The Lord’s Supper symbolizes the Lord’s death and suffering for 

the benefit and in the place of His people. It also symbolizes the 

believer’s participation in the crucified Christ. It represents not only 

the death of Christ as the object of faith which unites the believers 

to Christ, but also the effect of this act as the giving of life, 

strength, and joy to the soul. The communicant by faith enters into 

a special spiritual union of his soul with the glorified Christ.  

B. FEET WASHING 

Feet Washing is practiced and recognized as an ordinance in our 

Church because Christ, by His example, showed that humility 

characterized greatness in the Kingdom of God, and that service, 

rendered to others gave evidence that humility, motivated by love, 

exists. These services are held subsequent to the Lord’s Supper; 

however, its regularity is left to the discretion of the Pastor in 

charge. 

C. WATER BAPTISM 

We believe that Water Baptism is necessary as instructed by 

Christ in St. John 3:5, UNLESS 

 

MAN BE BORN AGAIN OF WATER AND OF THE SPIRIT.” 
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However, we do not believe that water baptism alone is a means 

of salvation, but is an outward demonstration that one has already 

had a conversion experience and has accepted Christ as his 

personal Savior. As Pentecostals, we practice immersion in 

preference to “SPRINKLING”, because immersion corresponds 

more closely to the death, burial, and resurrection of our Lord 

(Colossians 2:12). It also symbolizes regeneration and purification 

more than any other mode. Therefore, we practice immersion as 

our mode of Baptism. We believe that we should use the 

Baptismal Formula given us by Christ for all “…IN THE NAME OF 

THE FATHER, AND OF THE SON, 

AND OF THE HOLY GHOST.” (St. Matthew 28:1 

 

Part Three:  Our Structure 

"For God is not a God of disorder; but of peace... Everything should be 
done in a fitting and orderly way." 1 Corinthians 14:33 & 40 

LSKCOGIC Government 

Guided by Elders 
 
The Elders refer to the five-fold ministry leaders that report to 
the Lead Pastor.  This team oversees the day to day ministry 
and operations of the church. The five-fold leaders serve the 
congregation and are responsible for the development of the 
spiritual life of the church.   
 
All elders are responsible to model a Godly lifestyle, provide 
a prayer shield for the members, defend and protect the 
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integrity of the church, pray for the sick, mediate disputes, 
counsel, and represent the church to the community. 
 
Most importantly, the five-fold leadership at LSKCOGIC 
fulfills Jesus’ mandate of Ephesians 4:11-12. This body 
provides leadership and direction to the Pastor, Church 
Staff, and Church Body. 
 
Apostle -             TBA 
Prophet-   Dr. Lori J. McKenney    
Evangelist-   Jessica Smith   
Pastor-   Dr. Lori J. McKenney  
Teacher-   Elder Keith Smith 
 

Protected by the Church Council 
The Council members are four members of the 
congregation, nominated by the Lead Pastor and ratified by 
the existing Church Council to oversee the finances and 
direct the provision of the physical facilities needed by the 
church.  They provide counsel to the Lead Pastor regarding 
the major financial commitments of the church. The Church 
Council sets the annual budget and ultimately approves all 
expenditures. 
 
LSKCOGIC Church Council: 
 
Deacon Paul McKenney 
Elder Keith Smith       
Jessica Smith   
Mother Euricka White  
 

Strengthened by Overseer 
For accountability and world missions cooperation, 
LSKCOGIC is affiliated with the Church of God in Christ 
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denomination (Memphis, TN). In areas of ministerial 
credentialing, ethics and accountability, our pastors answer 
to the Church of God in Christ accountability structure. 
 

 
Notes:___________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________

________________________________________________ 

Part Four:  Essential Habits of a  
                   Believer 
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Our goal is to provide the tools necessary to help each 
believer become a spiritually mature disciple of Jesus Christ. 
 
"...that you may become mature Christians and may fulfill God's will for 
you." Colossians 4:12b (Ph) 
 
"We are not meant to remain as children... but to grow up in every way 
into Christ..." Ephesians 4:14-15 (Ph) 
 

What is “Spiritual Maturity”? 
 
Spiritual Maturity is being like Christ. 
 
"For from the very beginning God decided that those who came to him... 
should become like his Son..."  (Romans 8:29 LB) 

 

Understanding Discipleship 
 
“…And for an entire year they met with the church and taught 
considerable numbers; and the disciples were first called Christians in 
Antioch. (Acts 11:26 NAS) 
 

1. Mature believers are called DISCIPLES. 
 
2. The term disciple comes from the word 

DISCIPLINED. 
 

3. The more like Christ I become THE MORE GOD 
       CAN USE ME. 
 

4. The mark of a disciple is CROSS BEARING. 
[Jesus] "Anyone who does not carry his cross and follow me 
cannot be my disciple."  (Luke 14:27) 
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5. How often am I to do this? DAILY.  

[Jesus] "If anyone would come after me, he must deny himself, 
and take up his cross daily, and follow me.  (Luke 9:23) 

 
6. What is involved in "cross bearing"? 

WHATEVER IT TAKES to give Christ first place in my 
life! 

 

How Can I Become a Disciple? 
 

By developing the habits of a disciple 
 
"... You have put off the old self with its HABITS and have put on the new 
self ... which God is continually renewing in his own image, to bring you to 
a full knowledge of himself."  (Colossians 3:9-10) 
 

Habit 1:  Bible Study & Prayer 
 
"The whole Bible was given to us by inspiration from God and is useful to 
teach us what is true and to make us realize what is wrong in our lives; it 
straightens us out and helps us do what is right.  It is God's way of making 
us well prepared at every point, fully equipped to do good to everyone.” 2 
Timothy 3:16-17 (LB) 

 

How to get more from my Bible 

1. I must accept Its authority. 

Your attitude toward the Bible makes a huge difference. 

“We also thank God continually because, when you received the 
Word of God which you heard from us, you accepted it, not as the 
word of men, but actually as it is, the Word of God, which is at work in 
you who believe.” (1 Thessalonians 2:13) 
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We believe in the closed canon of scripture: 

• There are not, nor will there ever be, any other 
books, verses or ideas added to the Bible or 
placed beside it as equal in authority or revelation. 

• All preaching, teaching, prophesying or any other 
communication being declared in the name of the 
Lord is to be subject to measurement by the 
content of God’s Word. 
 

2. I must assimilate Its truths. 

Hearing God’s Word 
"Faith comes from hearing the Word of God."  Rom. 10:17 
 

 
Reading God’s Word 
"Happy is the one who reads this book ... and obeys what is written in 
it!"  (Revelation 1:3 GN) 

HOW TO IMPROVE MY HEARING 

➢ Be ready and eager to hear God. 
“How sweet are your words to my taste, sweeter 
than honey to my mouth!” (Psalm 119:103) 

➢ Deal with attitudes that prevent hearing God. 
"Consider carefully how you listen ..."  
(Lk 8:18) 

➢ Confess any sin in my life. 
"...Get rid of all moral filth and humbly accept the 
Word..."  (James 1:21) 

➢ Take notes on what I hear. 
“We must pay more careful attention to what we've 
heard, so that we do not drift away!”  (Hebrews 
2:1)  

➢ Act on what I hear! 
“Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive 
yourselves.  Do what it says!”  (Jas 1:22) 
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How often should I read God's Word? DAILY. 
 

"(The Scriptures) shall be his constant companion.  He must read 
from it every day of his life so that he will learn to respect the Lord his 
God by obeying all of His commands."  (Deuteronomy 17:19 LB) 

 
Studying God’s Word 
"...they accepted the message eagerly and studied the Scriptures 
everyday ..." (Acts 17:11 Ph) 

 
Memorizing God’s Word 
"Guard my words as your most precious possession.  Write them 
down, and also keep them deep within your heart."  (Proverbs 7:2-3 
LB) 

BENEFITS OF MEMORIZING SCRIPTURE 

➢ It helps me resist temptation. 
"I have hidden your Word in my heart that I might not 
sin against you." (Psalm 119:11) 

➢ It helps me make wise decisions. 
"Your Word is a lamp to guide me and a light for my 
path.  (Psalm 119:105) 

➢ It strengthens me when I'm under stress. 
"... Your promises to me are my hope.  They give me 
strength in all my troubles; how they refresh and 
revive me!"  (Psalm 119:49 LB) 

➢ It comforts me when I'm sad. 
"Your words are what sustain me ... They bring joy to 
my sorrowing heart and delight me." (Jeremiah 15:16 
LB) 

➢ It helps me witness to unbelievers. 
"Always be prepared to give an answer to everyone 
who asks you to give the reason for the hope that 
you have."  (1 Peter 3:15) 
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Meditating on God’s Word 
"(Those) who are always meditating on His Laws ... are like trees 
along a river bank bearing fruit ... they never wither and whatever they 
do prospers."  (Psalm 1:2-3 LB) 

Meditation is Focused Thinking about a Bible verse in 
order to discover how to apply its truth to life. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 
     Receiving God’s Word with an open heart 

(Luke 8:13-18)  “Those on the rock are the ones who receive the 
Word with joy when they hear it, but they have no roots... Therefore, 
consider carefully how you listen.” 

 
The word “receive” is dechomai in the Greek. It literally 
means “to welcome”. 

 
3. I must apply Its principles. 

(John 13:17)  “Once you know these things you will be blessed if 
you do them.” 
(James 1:22)  “Do not merely listen to the Word, and so deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.” 

  
  

WHY MEDITATE ON SCRIPTURE? 
➢ It is the key to becoming like Christ. 

"As we ... contemplate the Lord's glory, we are being 
transformed into His likeness ..."  (1 Corinthians 3:18) 

➢ It is a key to answered prayer. 
"If you live your life in Me, and my words live in your 
hearts, you can ask for whatever you like, and it will 
come true for you.”  (John 15:7) 

➢ It is the key to successful living. 
" ... Meditate on (the Word) day and night, so you may 
be careful to do everything written in it.Then you will 
be prosperous and successful."(Joshua 1:8) 
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Claim His Promises 
 

• Battles   1 John 4:4, Luke 10:19, Ro 8:37 

• Money   Philippians 4:19, Psalm 1:1-3 

• Fear   Psalm 27:1 

• Sickness  Ps 103:3, Matt 8:17, 1Peter 2:24  

• Confidence  2 Corinthians 3:6  

• Safety    Psalm 121:8 
 
     Share it with others 

How, then, can they call on the one they have not believed in? And 
how can they believe in the one of whom they have not heard? And 
how can they hear without someone preaching to them? (Romans 
10:14) 

 
How to Apply Scripture: 
  

1st ask:   What did it mean to the original hearers? 
 

2nd ask:  What is the underlying timeless principle? 
 
           3rd ask:  How can I practice that principle? 
 

Who I Am In Christ 
 

I Am Accepted… 
 

Jn 1:12 I am God’s child 
Jn 15:15 I am Christ’s friend 
Rom 5:1 I have been justified 
1 Cor 12:27 I am a member of Christ’s Body 
Col 1:14 I am redeemed and forgiven 
Col 2:10 I am complete in Christ 
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I Am Secure… 
 
Ro 8:1-2 I am forever free from condemnation 
Ro 8:31-34    I am free from any charge against me 
Ro 8:35-39 I cannot be separated from the love of God 
2 Co 1:21-22 I am established, anointed, sealed by God 
2 Tim 1:7 I have not been given a spirit of fear… 
1 Jn 5:18 Born of God, the evil one cannot touch me 
 
I Am Significant… 
 
Jn 15:16 I have been chosen and appointed by God 
Acts 1:8 I am a personal witness of Christ 
1 Co 3:16 I am God’s temple 
2 Co 5:17-21 I am a minister of reconciliation for God 
Eph 2:6 I am seated with Christ in heavenly realms 
Phil 4:13 I can do all things through Christ 

 
Memorize the 16 Attributes of Love 
1Cor 13:4-8 
 
Love is patient 

Love is kind 

Love is not jealous 

Love is not boastful 

Love is not proud 

Love is not rude 

Love does not demand its own way 

Love is not irritable 
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Love takes no account of a suffered wrong  

Love is never glad about injustice 

Love rejoices in truth 

Love never gives up 

Love never loses faith 

Love is always hopeful 

Love endures every circumstance 

Love lasts forever 

 
Love teaches me how to respond to every person, every 
circumstance, every single time! 
 

The Purpose of a Daily Prayer Time 
 

1. TO GIVE DEVOTION TO GOD. 
"(Hezekiah) was successful, because everything he did ... he did 
in a spirit of complete devotion to his God."  
(2 Chronicles 31:21 GN) 

 
2. TO GET DIRECTION FROM GOD. 

"Show me the path where I should go, O Lord; point out the right 
road for me to walk.  Lead me ..." (Psalm 25:4 LB) 
 

3. TO GAIN DELIGHT IN GOD. 
"Delight yourself in the Lord; and He will give you the desires of 
your heart." (Psalm 37:4 KJV) 

 
4. TO GROW MORE LIKE GOD. 

“Jesus has the power of God, by which He has given us 
everything we need to live and to serve God. We have these 
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things because we know Him.  With these gifts you can share 
in being like God” (2 Peter 1:4 NCV) 

How to Begin a Daily Prayer Time 
 
Select a specific time and place. “Very early in the morning, 
while it was still dark, Jesus got up, left the house and went to a solitary 
place, where he prayed."  (Mark 1:35) 
 
5:30 AM Prayer Daily 515-739-1404 Code 355992 
 
Follow a simple plan. 
   How to Spend Fifteen Minutes with God:   
   Read a verse. (4 Minutes) 
   Reflect on the verse. (4 Minutes) 
   Record what God desires of you. (3 Min.) 
   Request from God. (4 Minutes) 
   Resources in the Appendix 

 
"Let us not get tired of doing what is right, for after a while we will reap a 
harvest of blessing if we don't get discouraged and give up."  (Galatians 
6:9 LB) 

 
Use the Model Jesus Gave Us "This, then, is HOW you should 
pray ..."(Matthew 6:9-15) 

 
➢ Praise:     I begin by expressing love to God. 

  "Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name…" 
 
➢ Purpose:   I commit myself to doing God’s will. 

  "Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is       
  in heaven..."  

 
➢ Provision:  I ask God to provide my daily needs. 

    “Give us today our daily bread..." 
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➢ Pardon:     I ask God to forgive my sins. 

   "Forgive us our debts..." 
 

➢ People:  I pray for other people. 
"...as we have also forgiven our debtors." 

 
➢ Protection:  I ask for spiritual protection. 

"And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from 
the evil one." (vs. 13) 

 
Habit 2:  Fellowship with Other Believers 
 
"Let us not give up the habit of meeting together, as some are doing. 
Instead, let us encourage each other." Hebrews 10:25 (GN) 

 
How can a church grow larger yet maintain close 
friendships? 

 

Every member needs to be a part of a LIFE GROUP.  
 
"(They met) day after day, in the Temple courts and from house to house."  
(Acts 5:42) 
 
“You know that I have not hesitated to preach anything that would be 
helpful to you but have taught you publicly and from house to house.” 
(Acts 20:20) 

 
At LSKCOGIC, we believe our church must grow 
LARGER and SMALLER at the same time. 
 
What is the purpose of Life Groups? 
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“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the fellowship, 
to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Everyone was filled with awe, and 
many wonders and miraculous signs were done by the apostles.  All the 
believers were together and had everything in common.  Selling their 
possessions and goods, they gave to anyone as he had need.  Every day 
they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in 
their homes and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God 
and enjoying the favor of all the people. And the Lord added to their 
number daily those who were being saved.”   (Acts 2:42-47) 

 
Life Groups provide opportunities for: 

 
➢ Bible Study.  “They devoted themselves to the apostles’ 

teaching…” 
 
➢ Fellowship.  "...and to the fellowship … they ate together 

with glad and sincere hearts…” 
 
➢ Communion.  “...and to the breaking of bread ..." 
 
➢ Prayer.  “…and to prayer…” 
 
➢ Support. “…they gave to anyone as he had need…” 
 
➢ Praise.  “…praising God and enjoying the favor of all the 

people.” 
 
➢ Outreach.  “And the Lord added to their number daily 

those who were being saved.” 

 
Life Group Ground Rules  

To those in my Group, I commit to… 

 1. Make our group a priority (Frequency) 
2. Share my true feelings (Authenticity) 
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 3. Encourage our spiritual growth (Mutuality) 
 4. Respect our differences (Courtesy) 
 5. Support you in times of need (Sympathy) 
 6. Accept your weaknesses (Humility) 
 7. Speak the truth in love (Honesty) 
 8. Forgive when I am hurt (Mercy) 
 9. Keep your confidences (Confidentiality) 
         10. Support our purposes (Unity) 

 
"May the Lord make your love to grow and overflow to each other... so 
that you may stand before him guiltless on that day when our Lord Jesus 
Christ returns with all those who belong to him." (1 Th. 3:12-13 LB) 
 
“I am giving a new commandment to you now – love each other just as 
much as I love you.  Your strong love for each other will prove to the world 
that you are my disciples."   (John 13: 34-35 LB) 

 

Habit 3:  Growing Spiritually by Living a 
Spirit Led Life 
 
"Gathering them together, He commanded them not to leave Jerusalem, 
but to wait for what the Father had promised, "Which," He said, "you heard 
of from Me; for John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the 
Holy Spirit not many days from now… you will receive power when the 
Holy Spirit has come upon you; and you shall be My witnesses both in 
Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and even to the remotest part of 
the earth."  (Acts 1:4-8) 
 
How was the Holy Spirit First Revealed? 
 
“When the day of Pentecost came, they were all together in one place.  
Suddenly a sound like the blowing of a violent wind came from heaven 
and filled the whole house where they were sitting.  They saw what 
seemed to be tongues of fire that separated and came to rest on each of 
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them.  All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other tongues as the Spirit enabled them.” 
 
“Now there were staying in Jerusalem God-fearing Jews from every nation 
under heaven.  When they heard this sound, a crowd came together in 
bewilderment, because each one heard them speaking in his own 
language.  Utterly amazed, they asked: ‘Are not all these men who are 
speaking Galileans?   
 
Then how is it that each of us hears them in his own native language? 
…we hear them declaring the wonders of God in our own tongues!’   
Amazed and perplexed, they asked one another, ‘What does this mean?’  
Some, however, made fun of them and said, ‘They have had too much 
wine.’ 
 
“Then Peter stood up with the Eleven, raised his voice and addressed the 
crowd: ‘Fellow Jews and all of you who live in Jerusalem, let me explain 
this to you; listen carefully to what I say.  These men are not drunk, as you 
suppose. It's only nine in the morning!  No, this is what was spoken by the 
prophet Joel:  “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all 
people. (Acts 2:1-17)  
 
Who is the Holy Spirit? 
 
➢ The Holy Spirit is a Person. 

"I will ask the Father, and He will give you another Helper, 
that He may be with you forever…"  (John 14:16) 

 
➢ The Third Person in the Trinity. 

"But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in 
My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your 
remembrance all that I said to you." (John 14:26) 

 
What does Spirit Led Living Produce in our Lives? 
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➢ Comfort 
"And I will pray the Father, and he shall give you another Comforter, 
that he may abide with you for ever…"(John 14:16 KJV) 

 
"So the church throughout all Judea and Galilee and Samaria enjoyed 
peace, being built up; and going on in the fear of the Lord and in the 
comfort of the Holy Spirit, it continued to increase."  (Acts 9:31) 

 
➢ Conviction 

"But now I am going to Him who sent Me; and none of you asks Me, ' 
Where are You going?'  "But because I have said these things to you, 
sorrow has filled your heart.  "But I tell you the truth, it is to your 
advantage that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Helper will not 
come to you; but if I go , I will send Him to you.  "And He, when He 
comes, will convict the world concerning sin and righteousness and 
judgment…" (John 16:5-8) 

 
➢ Guidance 

"But when He, the Spirit of truth, comes, He will guide you into all the 
truth; for He will not speak on His own initiative, but whatever He 
hears, He will speak; and He will disclose to you what is to come."  
(John 16:13) 

 
➢ Power 

“But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and 
you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, 
and to the ends of the earth."  (Acts 1:8) 

 
➢ Character 

“But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and self-control.”  (Galatians 5:22-
23) 

 
➢ Spiritual Gifts 



Discovering Church Membership          
 

35 

 

“There are different kinds of gifts, but the same Spirit… Now to each 
one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the common good.  To 
one there is given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to 
another the message of knowledge by means of the same Spirit, to 
another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by that one 
Spirit, to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another 
distinguishing between spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of 
tongues, and to still another the interpretation of tongues.  All these 
are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he gives them to each 
one, just as he determines.” (1 Corinthians 12:4-11) 

 
Living a Supernatural Life 
One of the main purposes of the work of the Holy Spirit in 
our lives is to connect us to the heavenly realms. 
 
“And God raised us up with Christ and seated us with him in the heavenly 
realms in Christ Jesus, in order that in the coming ages he might show the 
incomparable riches of his grace, expressed in his kindness to us in Christ 
Jesus.” (Ephesians 2:6-7) 
 
“However, as it is written: "No eye has seen, no ear has heard, no mind 
has conceived what God has prepared for those who love him" — but God 
has revealed it to us by his Spirit. The Spirit searches all things, even the 
deep things of God.” (1 Corinthians 2:9-10) 
 “In the last days, God says, I will pour out my Spirit on all people. Your 
sons and daughters will prophesy, your young men will see visions, your 
old men will dream dreams.  Even on my servants, both men and women, 
I will pour out my Spirit in those days, and they will prophesy.  I will show 
wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth below, blood and fire 
and billows of smoke.  The sun will be turned to darkness and the moon to 
blood before the coming of the great and glorious day of the Lord. And 
everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.” (Acts 2:17-21) 
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1. Dreams: a picture you have in your mind of a desired 
future; that which gets inside of you and is beyond 
reason and is bigger than you on your own. 

 
2. Visions: that which is seen, an awake dream; you see 

something already done; you see something in “how 
to steps” 

3. Prophecy: to speak forth biblical truth in the mind and 
counsel of God that cannot be known through natural 
means. 

 

 
How Do I Receive the Baptism of the Holy Spirit? 

BENEFITS OF RECEIVING THE HOLY SPIRIT 

➢ He will enable you to be a witness. 
(Acts 1:5, 8)  “For John baptized with water, but in a few days you 
will be baptized with the Holy Spirit… you will receive power when 
the Holy Spirit comes on you and you will be my witnesses.” 

➢ He will accompany you with wonders. 
(1 Corinthians 2:4-5)  “My message and my preaching were not 
with wise and persuasive words, but with a demonstration of the 
Spirit's power, so that your faith might not rest on men's wisdom, 
but on God's power.” 

➢ He will free you to worship. 
(Acts 2:11)  “…We hear them declaring the wonders of God in our 
own tongues!” 

➢ He will assist you in warfare. 
(Ephesians 6:11, 18)  “Put on the full armor of God so that you can 
take your stand against the devil's schemes…And pray in the 
Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests.” 

➢ He will help you in weakness. 
(Romans 8:26-27)  “In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our 
weakness. We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the 
Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words cannot 
express.  And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of the 

Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for the saints in 

accordance with God’s will.” 

 



Discovering Church Membership          
 

37 

 

Acts 19:1-7; Acts 8:14-17 
 

1. Remove all barriers. 
 

Peter replied, "Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name 
of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive 
the gift of the Holy Spirit.  (Acts 2:38) 
2. Request the Holy Spirit. 

 
"Now suppose one of your fathers is asked by his son for a fish; he 
will not give him a snake instead of a fish, will he?  "Or if he is asked 
for an egg, he will not give him a scorpion, will he?  "If you then, being 
evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 
your heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask Him?"  
(Luke 11:10-13) 

 
3. Release the gifts. 

 
“Each one should use whatever gift he has received to serve others, 
faithfully administering God's grace in its various forms.” (1 Peter4:10) 

 

Habit 4:  Giving of Yourself 
"Just as you excel in everything else... in faith, in speech, in knowledge, in 
complete earnestness... see that you also excel in the grace of giving.” 2 
Corinthians 8:7 

 
Three Areas of Giving 
 

1. Give of your time. 
Therefore be careful how you walk, not as unwise men but as 
wise, making the most of your time, because the days are evil.  
(Ephesians 5:15-16 NAS) 
 

2. Give of your talents.  
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A spiritual gift is given to each of us so we can help each other. (1 
Corinthians 12:7 NLT) 

 
3. Give of your treasure. 

If your gift is… giving, give generously. (Romans 12:8 NLT) 
"Yes, you should tithe, and you shouldn't leave the more 
important things undone either." (Matthew 23:23) 

Seven Benefits of Giving 

 
1. Giving makes me become like God. 

“God so loved the world that He gave his only Son..." (John 3:16) 

 
2. Giving draws me closer to God. 

   "Where your treasure is, there your heart is also."  (Matt 6:21) 

 
3. Giving is the antidote to materialism. 

"Command those who are rich in this present world not to be arrogant 
nor to put hope in wealth, which is so uncertain, but to  put their hope 
in God, who richly provides us with everything for our enjoyment. 
Command them to be generous and willing to share. In this way they 
may take hold of the life that is truly Life!" (1Timothy 6:17-19) 

 
4. Giving strengthens my faith. 

"Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own 
understanding.  Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of your 
income, and he will fill your barns to overflowing.” (Prov. 3:5, 9) "Give 
and it will be given to you ... For with the measure you use, it will be 
measured back to you."  (Luke 6:38) 

 
5. Giving is an investment in eternity. 

"...Give happily to those in need, and always be ready to share 
whatever God has given you.  By doing this, you will be storing up 
real treasure for yourselves in heaven - it is the only safe investment 
for eternity.”  (1Timothy 6:18-19 LB) 

 
6. Giving blesses me in return. 
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"A generous man himself will be blessed."  (Proverbs 22:9) 
"A generous man will prosper; he who refreshes others will himself be 
refreshed."  (Proverbs 11:25) 

 
7. Giving makes me happy. 

   "There is more happiness in giving than in receiving” (Acts 20:35 LB) 

 

Giving with the Right Attitudes 
 
➢ GIVE WILLINGLY. 

“For if the willingness is there, your gift is acceptable 
according to what you have, not according to what you don't 
have."  (2 Corinthians 9:12) 
"Each one should give what he has decided in his heart to 
give, not reluctantly or under pressure ..." (I Corinthians 9:7a) 

 
➢ GIVE CHEERFULLY. 

“...for God loves a cheerful giver!”  (2 Corinthians 9:7b) 
 

➢ GIVE SACRIFICIALLY. 
"They gave as much as they were able,and even beyond their 
ability.  Entirely on their own, they urgently pleaded with us for 
the privilege of sharing in this service ..." (2 Corinthians 8:3-4) 

 
➢ GIVE EXPECTANTLY. 

"Remember this:  Whoever sows sparingly will also reap 
sparingly; and whoever sows generously will reap 
generously."  (2 Corinthians 9:6) 

 
Tithing is instituted in the Old Testament, practiced in the 
New Testament, and endorsed by Jesus, Himself. Therefore 
we hold tithing as an important practice of every Christian. 
 

Giving/Tithing passages: 
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2 Corinthians 9:10  Numbers 18:25-29 
Matthew 23:23  1 Timothy 5:3 
Leviticus 27:30  2 Chronicles 31:5 
Malachi 3:7-11  Genesis 8:22 

 
Part Five:  Our Hope for You 
 

"…We hope that your faith will grow and that our work among you will be 
greatly enlarged." 2 Corinthians 10:15 NLT 
 

The Next Steps 

 
➢ Become a member of LSKCOGIC. 
➢ Join a Life Group. 
➢ Complete Passion Test. 
➢ Serve on one of the 7 System Team. 

 
At LSKCOGIC we recognize the need for a membership.  
We ask you to commit to membership for 5 reasons: 
 
WHY MEMBERSHIP? 
 

1. Biblical Reason: Christ is committed to the church. 

"...Christ loved the church, and he gave his life for it."   Ephesians 
5:25 

 
2. A Cultural Reason: It flows against societal  

selfishness. 
 
We live in an age where very few want to be 
committed to anything (job, marriage, country).  This 
attitude has even produced a generation of "church 
shoppers and hoppers".  Membership swims against 
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the current of America's "consumer religion."  It is an 
unselfish decision.  Commitment always builds 
character. 

 
3. Practical Reason: It defines on whom we can depend. 

Every team must have a roster.  Every school must 
have an enrollment.  Every business has a payroll.  
Every army has an enlistment.  Even our country 
takes a census and requires voter registration.  
Membership identifies our family. 

 
4. Personal Reason:  It produces spiritual growth. 

The New Testament places a major emphasis on the 
need for Christians to be accountable to each other. 
You cannot be accountable when you're not 
committed to any specific church family. 
 

5. Spiritual Reason: It provides a covenant/covering 

 
LSKCOGIC Membership Covenant 
 
Having received Christ as my Lord and Savior and being in 
agreement with the values and ideas presented in the 
LSKCOGIC 101 class, I commit myself to God and to the 
other members to do the following: 
 
1. I will protect the unity of my church... 
 ...by acting in love toward other members 
 ...by refusing to gossip 
 ...by following the leaders and being a  
    positive advocate for my church and  
    pastoral staff 
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"So let us concentrate on the things which make for harmony and 
on the growth of our fellowship together."   Romans 14:19 (Ph) 

 
"Live in complete harmony with each other - each with the attitude 
of Christ toward each other."  Romans 15:5 (LB) 
"Have a sincere love for your fellow believers, love one another 
earnestly with all your hearts.”  1 Peter 1:22 (GN) 

 
"Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but 
only what is helpful for building others up according to their 
needs…”   Ephesians 4:29 

 
"Obey your leaders and submit to their authority.  They keep 
watch over you as men who must give an account.  Obey them so 
that their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be no 
advantage to you.”   Hebrews 13:17 

 
2. I will share the responsibility of my church... 
 ...by praying for its growth 
 ...by inviting the un-churched to attend 
 ...by warmly welcoming those who visit 
 

"To the church...we always thank God for you and pray for you 
constantly."   1 Thessalonians 1:2 

 
“Go out into the country…and urge anyone you find to come in, so 
that My House will be full.”  Luke 14:23 (LB) 

 
“So warmly welcome each other into the church, just as Christ 
has warmly welcomed you; then God will be glorified.” Romans 
15:7 (LB) 

 
3. I will serve the ministry of my church... 
 ...by discovering my gifts and talents 

...by being equipped to serve by my pastors 
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 ...by developing a servant's heart 
 

"Serve one another with the particular gifts God has given each of 
you..."1 Peter 4:10  
"God gave...some to be pastors and teachers to prepare God's 
people for works of ministry, so that the body of Christ may be 
built up…”  Ephesians 4:11-12 
 
"Each of you should look not only to your own interests, but also 
to the interests of others.  Your attitude should be the same as 
that of Jesus Christ...who took on the very nature of a servant..."  
Philippians 2:3-4, 7 

 
4. I will support the testimony of my church... 
 ... by attending church and life groups faithfully 
 ... by completing Passion Test 
 ... by living a Godly life 
 ... by giving regularly 
 

“They devoted themselves to the apostles' teaching and to the 
fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer.”  Acts 2:42 

 
"Let us not give up the habit of meeting together...but let us 
encourage one another."  Hebrews 10:25 

 
"But whatever happens, make sure that your everyday life is 
worthy of the gospel of Christ."  Philippians 1:27 (Ph) 

 
"Each one of you, on the first day of each week, should set aside 
a specific sum of money in proportion to what you have earned 
and use it for the offering."   1 Corinthians16:2 
 
"A tenth of all you produce is the Lord's, and it is holy."  Leviticus 
27:30 
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Questions/Comments 
 

Appendix:   

7 Systems 

Team 1 “Reach Team”  

 

Outreach, bus ministry, prison ministry, nursing home, personal 

evangelism and Big Events: focuses on the structure and 

responsibilities of the Outreach Team. You will receive step-by-

step instruction on how to implement and maintain Team 1. The 

Reach Team helps the church reach lost souls and is absolutely 

necessary for a church to grow. You will learn how to enable your 

church to reach the lost.  

 

Team 2 “WOW Team (Walk out the Word)”   

 

Making the Church like Heaven on Earth: focuses on Team 2 

(WOW! First Impressions Team). You will discover how this team 

creates an accepting, friendly atmosphere where the love of God 

is demonstrated. The law of first impressions and initial contact 

ministry is to make the church feel like Heaven on Earth. Includes 

greeter, reception area and bulletins. 

 

 



Discovering Church Membership          
 

45 

 

 

Team 3 “Shock Team”   

 

Team 3 Tech Arts: focuses on the structure and responsibilities of 

the Tech Arts Team. You will receive step-by-step instruction on 

how to implement and maintain Team 3. The Tech Arts Team 

understands that the Gospel message never changes but how it is 

packaged and presented changes from one generation to the 

next. Includes drama, dance, light, video, light, and technology. 

 

Team 4 “Touch N Worship Team”   

 

Team 4 Worship: focuses on the structure and responsibilities of 

the Worship Team. You will receive step by step instruction on 

how to implement and maintain Team 4. The Worship Team is 

committed to creating a worship service that builds to the point 

that sinners respond. 

 

Team 5 “Passion Team”   

 

Laity Involvement Through the Pastor’s Meal: concentrates on the 

“pastor’s meal” which is the best method for involving laity in 

ministry in order for discipleship to take place. Four areas are 

covered in the “pastor’s meal”: church’s vision, evangelism 

training, spiritual gifts discovery/training and discipleship through 
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lay involvement. A pastor’s meal offers friends, follow-up, leads, 

commitment and importance. 

 

Team 6 “Next Generation Team”   

 

Children’s Ministry: covers how to establish and maintain a 

successful children’s ministry. Most growing churches have a 

growing children’s ministry and nursery ministry where parents 

and children are excited to be involved. Includes Children church, 

arts & craft, and exciting biblical activities. 

 

Team 7 “Sticky Team     LIFE GROUP  

Connection team explores the purpose and structure of small 

groups. You will find that the most effective way of closing the 

back door of the church is to develop small groups. You never 

worry about losing people who are connected to a small group 

because you know that those people have been effectively 

assimilated. Small Groups are essential to growing churches. 

Includes Marriage Ministry, Education, Men Ministry, Women 

Ministry, and Single Ministry. 

 

How to Start and Maintain Good Habits 
 
STEP ONE: DESIRE 
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You must start with a strong desire.  You must be internally 
motivated.  External motivations don't last.  If you start only 
half-heartedly, you will never make it to the success point. 
 
 
STEP TWO: DECIDE 
Begin right now!  Don't wait.  Don't procrastinate.  You don't 
slide into a new habit.  "One of these days" never arrives.  
You must have a starting point.  It's easier to break a bad 
habit today than it will be tomorrow!   
 
STEP THREE: DECLARATION 
Announce your intentions publicly.   Make a covenant or 
resolution.  The power of a vow is awesome.  It is particularly 
powerful if you put your commitment in writing. 
 
STEP FOUR: DETERMINATION 
Never allow an exception until the new habit is securely 
rooted in your life.  Each lapse will be fatal.  A single slip 
unwinds many turns at first.  Continuity and success at the 
start is essential.  Never be swayed by "just this once".  The 
act of yielding weakens the will and reinforces your lack of 
self-control.  It takes 3 weeks to become comfortable with a 
new habit and it takes another 3 to 4 weeks (doing it daily) 
for it to become a part of your life. 
 
STEP FIVE: JUST DO IT! 
Whenever you feel the slightest urge or prompting to 
practice this new habit - DO IT THEN!  Don't wait.  Seize 
every opportunity to reinforce your habit.  Those feelings will 
not last, so whenever you feel inclined to perform your new 
habit, do so! 
 
STEP SIX: DOUBLE UP 
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Get a partner who will support you and encourage you.  Find 
someone who is willing to hold you accountable and check 
up on you especially in the early days before the habit is 
firmly rooted in your life. 
 
 
STEP SEVEN: DEPEND ON GOD 
Rely on God's power to help you establish the habit.  
Remember, Satan does not want you to develop habits that 
help you grow spiritually and make you like Christ so he will 
do all he can to tempt you, cause you to slip, or discourage 
you.  Pray!  
 
Questions about Tithing 
 
➢ What is tithing?  "Tithe" means "a tenth part." 

 
➢ What is the difference between a tithe and an 

offering?  A “tithe” is giving the first tenth of my income.  
An “offering” is anything I give in addition to my tithe. 

 
➢ Why should I tithe?  Because God commands it. 

“A tenth of all you produce is the Lord's." (Leviticus 
27:30)  Because Jesus commended it.  “Yes, you 
should tithe, and you shouldn't leave the more 
important things undone either." (Matthew 23:23) 
Tithing demonstrates that God has first place in 
my life. "The purpose of tithing is to teach you to 
always put God in first place in your life." 
(Deuteronomy 14:23 LB) Tithing reminds me that 
everything I have was given to me by God! 
"Always remember that it is the Lord your God 
who gives you the ability to produce wealth." 
(Deuteronomy 8:18) Tithing expresses my love to 
the Lord."Each of you should bring a gift in 
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proportion to the way the Lord your God has 
blessed you."  (Deuteronomy 16:17)God says that 
refusing to tithe is stealing from Him! "God says 
'Will a man rob God?  Yet you are robbing me!' 
But you ask, 'How do we rob you?'  God says 'In 
tithes and offerings ... Bring your whole tithe to My 
house.'”  (Malachi 3:8-10)Tithing gives God a 
chance to prove He exists and wants to bless you! 
"Bring your whole tithe to My storehouse.  Test me 
in this" says the Lord, "and see if I will not throw 
open the floodgates of heaven and pour out so 
much blessing that you won't have room enough 
for it!  (Malachi 3:10) 

 
➢ What should I tithe? The first part of what I earn. 

"Honor the Lord by giving him the first part of all 
your income."  (Proverbs 3:9-10) 

 
➢ Where should I give my tithe?  Where I worship. 

"Bring your whole tithe to My Storehouse 
(Temple).” (Malachi 3:10) 

 
➢ When should I tithe? Weekly. 

"On the first day of every week, set aside some of 
what you have earned and give it as an offering. 
The amount depends on how much the Lord has 
helped you earn."  (1 Corinthians 16:2 LB) 

 
WARFARE PRAYERS 
 
Is Your Yoke Broke? 
(2 Cor 6:14-7:1, 10:3-5, Rom 12:1,2) 
 
"Heavenly Father, I bow in worship and praise before you.  I 
cover myself with the blood of the Lord Jesus Christ as my 
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protection.  I surrender myself completely and unreservedly 
in every area of my life to you.  I take a stand against all the 
workings of Satan that would hinder me in my prayer life.  I 
address myself only to the true and living God and refuse 
any involvement of Satan in my prayer.  Satan, I command 
you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, to leave my 
presence with all your demons.  I bring the blood of the Lord 
Jesus Christ between us.  I resist all the endeavors of Satan 
and his wicked spirits to rob me of the will of God.  I choose 
to be transformed by the renewing of my mind. I pull down 
every thought that exalts itself against the knowledge of 
Christ and loose into myself a sound mind, the mind of 
Christ." 
 
General Confession and Prayer 
(Rom 10:10, James 5:16, I John 1:7-9, 3:8) 
"Lord Jesus Christ, I believe that you are the Son of God.  
That you are the Messiah come in the flesh to destroy the 
works of the devil.  You died on the cross for my sins and 
rose again the third day from the dead.  I now confess all my 
sins and repent.  I ask you to forgive me and CLEANSE me 
now from all sin.  Thank you for redeeming me, cleansing 
me, justifying me and sanctifying me in your blood." 
 
Forgiveness Prayer 
(Matt 6:14, 15, Lev 19:18)  
"Lord, I have a confession to make.  I have not loved, but 
have resented certain people and have unforgiveness in my 
heart.  I call upon you, Lord, to help me forgive them.  I do 
now forgive (name them, both living and dead).  I ask you to 
forgive them also, Lord.  I do now forgive and accept 
MYSELF in the name of Jesus Christ." 
 
Occult Confession Prayer 
(Deut 18:10-13, Gal 5:20) 
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"Lord, I now confess seeking from Satan the help that should 
come from God.  I now confess as sin (name all occult sins) 
and also those sins I cannot remember.  Lord, I now repent 
and renounce those sins, and ask you to forgive me.  I 
rebuke Satan.  I count all things of Satan as my enemies.  In 
the name of Jesus Christ, I now close the door on all occult 
practices, and I command all such spirits to leave me in the 
name of Jesus Christ." 
 
(Here is a very brief list of occult practices, channeling, astral 
projection, crystals, precognition or fortune telling, telepathy, 
clairvoyance, telekinesis, ouija board, tarot cards, good luck 
charms, séances, involvement with Edgar Cayce, Jean 
Dixon, Shirley McLain, communication with the dead or any 
spirit of a human being, dead or alive (this is really 
communication with demons impersonating people) mind 
control, witchcraft, four-leaf clover, rabbit foot, wishbone, 
E.S.P., transcendental meditation, hypnosis, mind altering 
drugs, yoga, incense, dungeons and dragons, pendulum, 
palm reading, automatic handwriting, horoscopes, signs of 
zodiac, fidget spinners voodoo, magic, levitation, water 
witching, tealeaf reading, secret organizations like 
Freemasons, the worship of or praying to any other that the 
Father, Son and Holy Spirit.) 
 
Pride 
(Prov. 11:2, 16:18. 26:12, I Tim 3:6) 
"Father, I come to you in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ.  
I know pride is an abomination to you.  I renounce anything 
that would cause me to have pride in my heart in dealing 
with other people.  I renounce these and turn away from 
them.  I humble myself before you and come to you as a little 
child."  (Study Prov. 6:16-19.  Also, remember that fasting is 
a means by which a person humbles himself before the 
Lord). 



Discovering Church Membership          
 

52 

 

 
Unbelief and Doubt 
(John 16 8,9, Romans 11 20, 21, Heb. 3:7-19) 
"Father, I renounce unbelief and doubt as sin, and ask you to 
forgive me from these.  I ask you, Father, to replace them 
with great confidence in your Word and great faith and trust 
in you." 
 
Negative Spiritual and Emotional Ties 
(I Sam 18:1, I Cor 6:15, 16) 
"Father, I break and renounce evil spiritual and emotional 
ties that I have had or may have and with (lodges, 
adulterers, close friends, husbands, wives, engagements, 
cults, and binding agreements between buddies).  I 
renounce these evil ties.  I break them, and wash them away 
with the shed blood of the Lord Jesus Christ." 
 
Generational Bondage Prayer 
(Ex 20:4-6, 34:7, Num. 14:18) 
"In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I now renounce, break 
and loose myself from all psychic powers, bondages, or 
bonds of physical or mental illness upon me, my family or 
family line as the result of parents or any other ancestors.  I 
thank you, Lord, for setting me free." 
 
Loosing of Curses, Spells, Etc. Prayer 
(Num. 14:18, James 3:9) 
"In the name of Jesus Christ, I now rebuke, break and loose 
myself and my children from any and all evil curses, charms, 
vexes, hexes, spells, jinxes, psychic powers, bewitchment, 
witchcraft, and sorcery that have been put upon me or my 
family line from any persons or from any occult or psychic 
sources, and I cancel all connected and related spirits and 
command them to leave me.  I break the power of any 
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negative word that has ever been spoken against me or 
anyone in my family.  I thank you, Lord, for setting me free." 
 
Loosing from Domination Prayer 
(Deut 23:2, 18:10-12, Gal 5:20) 
"In the name of Jesus Christ I now renounce, break and 
loose myself from all demonic subjection to my parents, 
grandparents, or any other human beings, living or dead, 
who have dominated me in any way.  I thank you, Lord, for 
setting me free." 
 
Come to Jesus Delivery Prayer 
(Matt 18:18, Isa 11:2, I Cor 4:4, 6:19, 20, I John 4:1) 
"In the name of the Lord Jesus Christ, I command Satan and 
all his demons to loose my mind.  I ask you Father to send 
angels to cut and sever all fetters, bands, ties, and bonds, 
whether they be by word or deed.  I now ask the Lord, to 
lose the Spirits of the Lord, listed in Isaiah 11:2, (the Spirit of 
the Lord, the Fear of the Lord, Counsel, Might, Wisdom, 
Knowledge, and Understanding) into me and my family. 
 
I come to you, Jesus, as my deliverer.  You know all my 
needs (name them).  I now loose myself from every dark 
spirit, from every evil influence, from every satanic bondage, 
from every spirit in me that is not the spirit of God, and I 
command all such spirits to leave me now in the name of 
Jesus Christ.  I confess that my body is the temple of the 
Holy Spirit, redeemed, cleansed, and sanctified by the blood 
of Jesus.  Therefore, Satan has no place in me, no power 
over me, because of the blood of Jesus." 
 
 
Restoring the Soul Prayer 
(Ps 23:3, Heb. 4:12) 
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"Father, I thank you that as I am being set free by your 
power and learning to stand firm against the power of the 
devil, that my soul is being restored and returned to its 
proper place within me.  I rebuke the devil for trying to 
destroy my life, and I command all spirits that have attacked 
my soul to loose it and let it go.  I set my mind, will and 
emotions one hundred percent toward the service of the 
Lord Jesus Christ." 
 
Blood of Jesus Prayer 
Through the blood of Jesus, I am redeemed out of the hand 
of the devil.  Through the blood of Jesus, all my sins are 
forgiven.  The blood of Jesus Christ, God's son, cleanses me 
continually from all sin.  Through the blood of Jesus, I am 
justified, made holy, set apart unto God.  My body is a 
temple for the Holy Spirit.  I am redeemed, cleansed, 
sanctified, totally set free from the bondage of the devil by 
the blood of Jesus.  Therefore, Satan has no part in me, no 
power over me, through the blood of Jesus.  I renounce 
Satan.  I loose myself from him and command him to leave 
me, in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ!" 
 
THE LORD’S PRAYER 

I. OUR FATHER WHICH ARE IN HEAVEN, HALLOWED 
BE THY NAME 
 

A.  Picture Calvary and thank God you can call Him 
     Father by virtue of the blood of Jesus. 
B. Hallow the name of God, corresponding with the 
    five benefits in the new covenant, and make your 
    faith declarations: 

Benefit  Name   Meaning 
Sin  Jehovah Tsidkenu         Righteousness 
  Jehovah M’Kaddesh      Who sanctifies 
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Sickness Jehovah Rapha             Our Healer 
Security Jehovah Nissi         Banner of victory 
  Jehovah Raah             My shepherd 
Spirit  Jehovah Shalom  My peace 
   
Jehovah Shammah  Who is there Success 
Jehovah Jireh  Our provider 
 
II. THY KINGDOM COME, THY WILL BE DONE (Binding 
and Loosing) 
 A.  Nation, State, County and City 
 B.  Church 
       1. Pastors 
       2. Group Leaders 
       3. All believers at LSKCOGIC 
       4. Lost people at LDKCOGIC 
 C.  Your Family 
 D.  Yourself 
III. GIVE US THIS DAY OUR DAILY BREAD 
 A.  Your requests to God 
 B.  Asking God to prosper you 
IV. FORGIVE US OUR DEBTS AS WE FORGIVE OUR 
DEBTORS 
 A.  Ask God to forgive you 
 B.  Forgive and release others 

C.  Set your will to forgive those who sin against you 
 
V. LEAD US NOT INTO TEMPTATION BUT DELIVER US 
FROM EVIL 
 A.  Put on the whole armor of God 
      1. Helmet of Salvation 
      2. Breastplate of Righteousness 
               3.  Loins Gird about with Truth 
      4. Feet shod with of the Gospel of Peace 
      5. Shield of Faith 
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                6. Sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God 
 B. Pray a hedge of protection around you 
 
VI. FOR THINE IS THE KINGDOM, AND THE POWER, 
AND THE GLORY 
 A. Make your faith declarations 
 B. Return to praise and worship 
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Life Saving Kingdom COGIC  
Dr. Lori J. McKenney 
 
Our Mission 
 
Our Church’s Mission: To win the lost at all cost. Our 
compelling mission is lead all 
people from all backgrounds to real transformation in Christ. 
 
 
 
Our Vision  
Our vision is to better families, better communities, better 
lives, by empowering other to be better. 
 
 
 
 
Church Officers 
 
Dr. Lori J. McKenney, Senior Pastor 
Exective Pastor Keith A. Smith, Administrator, Assit Pastor   
Minister  Paul McKenney  
Euricka White, Treasurer  
Jessica Smith, Assitant Treasurer 
Shevawnn Gomez, Youth Director  
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                              Statement of Faith  
 

Affirmation of Faith 
We affirm our faith in the Bible. 

Congregation: We believe the Bible to be the inspired and only infallible 
written Word of God. 

We affirm our faith in God. 
Congregation: We believe that there is only One God, eternally existent 

in 
three persons: God the Father, God the Son and, God the Holy Spirit. 

We affirm our faith in the blessed hope. 
Congregation: We believe in the blessed Hope, which is the rapture of 

the Church of God, which is in Christ, at His return. 
We affirm our faith in repentance. 

Congregation: We believe that the only means of being cleansed from 
sin is 

through repentance and faith in the precious Blood of Jesus Christ. 
We affirm our faith in salvation. 

Congregation: We believe that regeneration by the Holy Ghost is 
absolutely 

essential for personal salvation. 
We affirm our faith in Jesus Christ. 

Congregation: We believe that the redemptive work of Christ on the 
Cross 

provides healing for the human body in answer to believing prayer. 
We affirm our faith in the Holy Spirit. 

Congregation: We believe that the Baptism of the Holy Spirit, according 
to 

Acts 2:4, is given to believers who ask for Him. 
We affirm our faith in sanctification. 

Congregation: We believe in the sanctifying power of the Holy Spirit, by 
whose indwelling the Christian is enabled to live a holy and separated life 

in 
the present world. 
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